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Elders

Mack Jones—267-3090

Brett LeTourneau—706-2192

Mike Souza— 674-2268

Ron Walton—706-4885

Secretary

Amanda Stutsman—559-674-5203

Pastor

Michael G. Stipe—559-259-6879

(2017 Shepherding lists are posted.
Call your elder when there is a need.)

We Are Easter People!

Jesus never asked his followers to
remember his birth but He did ask them
to remember his death. Yet when one
looks at the sheer amount of time spent
in gearing up for and then celebrating
Christmas versus the amount of time
getting ready for Easter, there is no
comparison.

Over and again you have heard that we
must do our best since the world
will do its worst. Consider how
this played out over three days
in Jerusalem more than 2000
years ago. The religious
folks lied and cheated to gain
a conviction of innocent
men. The Romans took great
pleasure in carrying out their
rituals of torture and crucifixion.
Even those who said they were followers
of Jesus had bailed on him in his greatest
time of sorrow and agony.

We need to remember that if left to
ourselves we are the followers who
deserted him and the Romans who
tortured Him and the religious folks who
lied to convict Him. It is our feet that
flee from the garden and our hands that
hold the hammer and nail and our lies
that convicted Him.

We would like to think that we would
have been different; that we would have

stood by his side and said “If you take
him you must take me too.” Peter was
the only one who got remotely close to
this—but that ended in failure. Most
likely we would have not helped. Most
likely we would have lined the road and
watched him walk by.

We need to remember that he chose to
endure all that took place. We easily
forget the high cost of our salvation won
over those three days.

However, one cannot remember
the death and not also remember

the resurrection. The death
makes the resurrection a
possibility and a necessity.

So the world did its worst to
Jesus and it continues to do its

worst in this day and age. Care
needs to be taken that we don’t join

them in the worst by failing to remember
the impact of those 3 days.

Easter is not about all of the trappings of
the season. It is not about the sweets and
the dinners and its logos. Easter is about
who and what we are to our core. We
are Easter people and we remember that
there was a first Easter when the first
Easter people remembered. Those first
Easter people declared that Hallelujah
would be their chorus. We choose to
sing it with them!

I will see you Sunday!
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Surrender
A while back, my synapse group did a
study by Jennie Allen entitled, “Stuck.”

One of the concepts that grabbed my
attention was the idea of dying to self.

We all have a list of perceived “rights” that might
include independence, the pursuit of happiness,
being understood, or even having certain material
possessions. Jennie pointed out that the only
“rights” we can truly claim as a Christ-follower are
the right to be called a child of God and the right to
serve the God of this universe. When we tell
ourselves that we “deserve” anything, we must be
checked by the reminder that without God’s grace
and mercy, we deserve to die. We deserve death
and hell. However, God provided a Savior who took
the punishment that we deserve and gave us life.

As a follower of Christ, I cannot hold onto my
“rights.” I must release these to God’s care and
control. My right to be “happy,” my right to be
unencumbered, my right to use my energy pursuing

a fulfilling career…these are the things I must give
up. And I am comforted with the truth that God
never leaves a person empty-handed; He never
asks me to give anything to Him without giving me
so much more in return. Marc James sums it up
best in the lyrics to “Surrender”:

I’m giving you my dreams; I’m laying down my
rights. I’m giving up my pride for the promise of new
life.

This month, as we place focus on the redemptive
work that Christ did on the cross, it must be
remembered that Jesus told his disciples to give up
their rights as He did:

“Then Jesus told his disciples, ‘If anyone would
come after me, let him deny himself and take up his
cross and follow me. For whoever would save his

life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my
sake will find it.’” - Matthew 16:24-25

~Melissa

PRAY FOR OUR MISSIONARIES

Greg & Vicki Syverson
CMF International — Mexico

Scott & Anelle Price
CMF International — Tanzania

Vince & Gretta Payne
Panama Mission Foundation

Dr. & Mrs. Yoon Kwon Chae
Korea Gospel Mission

Champions For Tomorrow
Clovis, CA

American Indian Christian Missions

Doors of Hope

Madera Community Food Bank

Madera Rescue Mission

Madera Love INC

Discover more information on the
missions we support on our
website: www.maderafcc.org

This last month has been crazy. Not sure how many of you can agree, but

at least for my life it seemed to be in fast-forward and stopped in the cen-
ter of preparing for Easter. A couple of days ago, I was having one of
these crazy days. Nothing seemed to be going right and I was just emo-
tionally exhausted from life and my responsibilities. Per usual, when I de-
cide to take I break, I drove to Fresno and ended up somehow at Target.
As I was strolling through the $5 below section, I found a wall decal that
instantly made me want to get it. The wall decal said, “Enjoy the little
things,” and I nearly teared up realizing that currently I was so frustrated
that I was ignoring the little things and the joy that they should bring.

Proverbs 17:22 states, “A joyful heart is the health of the body, but a de-
pressed spirit dries up the bones.” Sometimes in the busyness of our lives
we get discouraged easily, especially when it seems like everything is go-
ing wrong. When I have these moments, I cannot help but realize that this
verse is correct. When I am discouraged and not joyful, I find my spirit dry 
and hurting. However, when I enjoy things my mind, body and soul feels
so much better! So, when we start preparing our hearts and minds for
Easter in the upcoming weeks, let us remember to take a second, smell
the flowers, and appreciate the littlest of things God has put in our lives. 
God has given us so much to be joyful in our lives, we just have to remem-
ber it- and enjoy it all.

-xoxo Katie



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

Anniversaries

5 R.B. & Donna Moren

Birthdays

5 Larry Walter

11 Bud Smith

12 Lois Milam

21 Bud Wright

22 Rebecca Rodriguez

23 Suzanne Stipe

1

Men’s Breakfast —7:30am

Women’s Breakfast—8am

Elder’s Meeting—9am

Board Meeting—10am

2

Bible Classes 9:30

Worship 10:45

Youth Group 6:30-7:30

3 4

Intercessory Prayer

6:30pm-7:30pm

5

Worship Team Practice

6:00pm

6

House of Prayer

6:00am-7:00am

7 8

9

Bible Classes 9:30

Worship 10:45

Youth Group 6:30-7:30

10 11

Intercessory Prayer

6:30pm-7:30pm

12

FCC Food Bank

10:00am– Noon

Worship Team Practice

6:00pm

13

House of Prayer

6:00am-7:00am

14 15

16

Bible Classes 9:30

Worship 10:45

Youth Group 6:30-7:30

17 18

Intercessory

Prayer

6:30pm-7:30pm

19

Worship Team Practice

6:00pm

20

House of Prayer

6:00am-7:00am

21 22

23

Bible Classes 9:30

Worship 10:45

Youth Group 6:30-7:30

24 25

Intercessory Prayer

6:30pm-7:30pm

26

FCC Food Bank

10:00am– Noon

Worship Team Practice

6:00pm

27

House of Prayer

6:00am-7:00am

28 29

30

Bible Classes 9:30

Worship 10:45

Youth Group 6:30-7:30



Calendar Connecting PointsCalendar Connecting PointsCalendar Connecting Points

There are now four emphases in prayer that are open
to you as a part of our church family.

The FCC Prayer Team meets each Sunday morning in
Pastor Mike’s office at 8:45 to seek God and prayer
walk the church facility.

Prayer Hosts are available during the service to pray
specifically with you and for you.

The Intercessory Prayer Ministry meets Tuesdays from
6:30-7:30 PM to lift up our church family.

House Of Prayer is an
inter-church group
which meets Thursday
mornings from 6:00-
7:00.

The only thing missing
is you!

from ramona . . . Rom 8:11 NIV

And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is
living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give
life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in
you.

The same power that raised Jesus from the dead. We have
been praying for the upcoming simulcast to be used by God to
do His will in our church and the surrounding community of
churches. I want to see the same power that raised Jesus
invading and changing Madera county. We are also preparing
to celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus. The same power. I
want to see the same power released through our lives. I
think of neighbors who look like they're doing pretty well.
You know, good incomes, nice home, vehicles, etc. but the
angry, bitter fights we hear over the backyard fence aren't
good. They are in desperate need of the same power that
raised Jesus from the dead. My heart aches for them because
I was like them before the same power that raised Jesus
overtook me. The same power flows from the God who

hears and answers prayer. Let us come together in prayer
to see the same power raise our friends and family from

the dead.

Psalm 65:2, 5 NIV
You who answer prayer, to you all people will

come You answer us with awesome and
righteous deeds, God our Savior, the hope of

all the ends of the earth and of the
farthest seas

Prayer is the key to

heaven, but faith

unlocks the

door.

CWF Breakfast—Saturday, April 1st
at 8am @ the home of Robin Walton

2805 Willow Drive

“Living With

Spring Sermon Series

Begins April 23rd

Men’s Breakfast
Saturday, April 1st
@ Perkos—7:30 AM

The Elders meeting follows at 9 AM in Pas-
tor Mike’s Office & the board at 10.

There is still time for you to register! Registra-
tion forms are in foyer or on the church web

site. (maderafcc.org)
Prayer Emphases...

10 minutes a Day!: Agree to pray for the Sim-
ulcast for 10 minutes each day until the event.

War Room: Men you are needed to step up and
man the prayer room for the duration of the
event. Sign up for an hour or 2 or more to go to
battle for those in the Simulcast.


